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Protect Your Family During the Catastrophic
Winter Storms

To: Michigan Fire Service

WASHINGTON, D.C. — As catastrophic winter storms continue to rage across the
United States, millions of consumers are without power in dangerously low
temperatures. If you use portable generators or other combustion devices for
sources of power and heat, you are at increased risk of carbon monoxide (CO)
poisoning and fire. Dozens of storm-related fatalities have been reported, including
deaths from carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning, after consumers operated
generators or charcoal grills inside their homes, or ran cars inside their garages
trying to stay warm.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is warning consumers to
protect themselves against carbon monoxide poisoning and fires. Poisonous
carbon monoxide from a portable generator can kill you and your family in
minutes. CO is an invisible killer. It's colorless and odorless. According to the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), more than 400 people die each year in the
United States from CO poisoning. CPSC estimates about 70 consumers die each
year from CO poisoning caused by portable generators.

Click the link to find out more:
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